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In Jesus the Bridegroom, Brant Pitre once again taps into the wells of Jewish Scripture and
tradition, and unlocks the secrets of what is arguably the most well-known symbol of the
Christian faith: the cross of Christ. In this thrilling exploration, Pitre shows how the suffering and
death of Jesus was far more than a tragic Roman execution. Instead, the Passion of Christ was
the fulfillment of ancient Jewish prophecies of a wedding, when the God of the universe would
wed himself to humankind in an everlasting nuptial covenant. To be sure, most Christians are
familiar with the apostle Paul’s teaching that Christ is the ‘Bridegroom’ and the Church is the
‘Bride’. But what does this really mean? And what would ever possess Paul to compare the
death of Christ to the love of a husband for his wife? If you would have been at the Crucifixion,
with Jesus hanging there dying, is that how you would have described it? How could a first-
century Jew like Paul, who knew how brutal Roman crucifixions were, have ever compared the
execution of Jesus to a wedding? And why does he refer to this as the “great
mystery” (Ephesians 5:32)? As Pitre shows, the key to unlocking this mystery can be found by
going back to Jewish Scripture and tradition and seeing the entire history of salvation, from
Mount Sinai to Mount Calvary, as a divine love story between Creator and creature, between
God and Israel, between Christ and his bride—a story that comes to its climax on the wood of a
Roman cross. In the pages of Jesus the Bridegroom, dozens of familiar passages in the Bible—
the Exodus, the Song of Songs, the Wedding at Cana, the Woman at the Well, the Last Supper,
the Crucifixion, and even the Second Coming at the End of Time—are suddenly transformed
before our eyes. Indeed, when seen in the light of Jewish Scripture and tradition, the life of Christ
is nothing less than the greatest love story ever told.

"This book will change you. It is an invitation to the Messiah's wedding feast--and a foretaste of
heaven. It will change the way you experience the sacraments, personal prayer, Scripture study,
and marriage. Most of all, it will deepen your love for Christ." -Scott Hahn, author of The Lamb's
Supper and Signs of Life."Brant Pitre has a wonderful gift for blending insight, scholarship, and
an elegant, appealing style. The result is an extraordinary encounter with Jesus Christ, the
meaning of his mission, and the spousal nature of God's love for humanity and Christ's love for
the Church." -Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Capp., Archbishop of Philadelphia"Brant Pitre helps us
to know Jesus not just as a Savior and lord, but as our divine bridegroom. This excellent book
show how the theme of Christ the bridegroom is at the very heart of salvation history and how it
can transform the way we view baptism, the Eucharist, marriage, and our own relationship with
Christ. The profound Biblical insights and clear, engaging writing style will take you deeper into
the divine love story found in Sacred Scripture." -Edward Sri, author of Walking with Mary“With
his customary combination of deep erudition and clarity of expression, Brant Pitre sheds light on



a central theme of the New Testament: Jesus as the incarnation of the God who wants to marry
his people. In the course of elaborating this motif, Pitre offers wonderfully fresh readings of the
Wedding Feast of Cana, the Woman at the Well, the Last Supper, and the Crucifixion. His
interpretation of the Passion as the consummation of the spousal relationship between Jesus
and his people is simply stunning. This is a book that will appeal to both the scholar and the
ordinary believer, indeed to anyone interested in understanding Jesus Christ more profoundly.” -
Father Robert Barron, founder of Word on Fire and author of CatholicismAbout the
AuthorBRANT PITRE is a professor of sacred Scripture at Notre Dame Seminary in New
Orleans, Louisiana. He is the author of the bestselling book Jesus and the Jewish Roots of the
Eucharist: Unlocking the Secrets of the Last Supper (2011). Dr. Pitre is an extremely enthusiastic
and highly sought-after speaker who lectures regularly across the United States. He has
produced dozens of Bible studies on both CD and DVD, in which he explores the biblical roots of
the Catholic faith. He has also appeared on a number of Catholic radio and television shows,
such as Catholic Answers Live and EWTN. He currently lives in Louisiana with his wife,
Elizabeth, and their five young children.Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights
reserved. IntroductionWhat do you see when you look at a crucifix? Different people see
different things. Do you see the brutal execution of an ancient Jewish man at the hands of the
Roman authorities? Or the unjust punishment of a great teacher, who was tragically
misunderstood by the leaders of his day? Do you see the martyrdom of the Jewish Messiah,
who was killed for claiming to be “the king of the Jews”? Or the sacrifice of the divine Son of
God, who willingly took upon himself the sins of the world?In the first century A.D., the apostle
Paul — a former disciple of the Jewish rabbi Gamaliel — saw all of these things. But he also saw
something more in the crucifixion of Jesus of Nazareth. Paul saw the love of a bridegroom for
his bride. In one of the most famous (and controversial) passages he ever penned, the apostle
describes the passion and death of Jesus in terms of the love of a husband for his wife.
Speaking to husbands and wives in the church at Ephesus, Paul writes these words: Wives,
submit to your husbands, as to the Lord. For the hus- band is the head of the wife as Christ is
the head of the church his body, and is himself its Savior. As the church submits to Christ, so let
wives also submit in everything to their husbands. Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved
the church and gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the
washing of water with the word, that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without
spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish. . . . “For this
reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall
become one.” This is a great mystery, and I mean in reference to Christ and the church.
(Ephesians 5:21–27, 32) Now, I realize that many readers may be thinking: “Wives do what?!”
Why does Paul tell wives to “submit” to their husbands? And why do husbands apparently get off
so easy, with the simple command to “love” their wives? Is Paul some kind of apostolic
chauvinist? What in the world does he mean when he says such things? I promise to get to that
later on in the book. Before we can, however, we first need to focus our attention on what lies be-



hind these controversial words: Paul’s description of Christ as a bridegroom, the Church as his
bride, and the crucifixion of Jesus as the kind of ancient Jewish wedding day on which he
“loved” her and “gave himself ” for her. Indeed, as we will see later on, when Paul refers to the
Church being “washed” and “presented” to Christ, he is describing the ancient Jewish bridal
bath and wedding ceremony. From Paul’s point of view, the torture and crucifixion of Jesus on
Calvary was nothing less than an expres- sion of spousal love. What are we to make of this
mysterious analogy? To be sure, most Christians are familiar with the idea that Christ is “the
Bridegroom” and the the Church is “the Bride.” But what does this really mean? And what would
ever possess Paul to think of such a comparison? If you had been there at the foot of the bloody
cross, with Jesus hanging there dying, is that how you would have described what was
happening? How could a first- century Jew like Paul, who knew how horribly brutal Roman
crucifixions were, have ever compared the execution of Jesus to the marriage between a
bridegroom and his bride? Is this just an elegant metaphor? If so, why then does Paul refer to it
as a “great mystery” (Greek mysterion mega) (Ephesians 5:32)? As I hope to show in this book,
it is precisely because Paul was Jewish that he saw the passion of Christ in this way. It is
precisely because Paul knew Jewish Scripture and tradition that he was able to see the
crucifixion of Jesus of Nazareth as more than just a Roman execution, an unjust martyrdom, or
even the sacrifice of the Son of God. Because of his Jewish background, Paul saw the passion
and death of Christ as the fulfillment of the God of Israel’s eternal plan to wed himself to
humankind in an everlast- ing marital covenant. As we will see in this book, from an ancient
Jewish perspective, in its deepest mystery, all of salvation history is in fact a divine love story
between Creator and creature, between God and Israel, a story that comes to its climax on the
bloody wood of a Roman cross.In order for us to see all of this, however, we will have to go “back
in time” to the first century A.D. and take off our modern “eyeglasses” and try to see both the love
of God and the pas- sion of Jesus the way the apostle Paul and other ancient Chris- tians saw
them — through ancient Jewish eyes. In other words, we will have to go back and reread the
accounts of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus in light of ancient Jewish Scripture and
tradition.When we do this, we will discover that Paul is not the only person who talked this way. In
the early stages of Jesus’ ministry, John the Baptist — another first-century Jew — refers to
Jesus as “the Bridegroom” (John 3:29), even though Jesus has no wife. Later on, in one of his
most mysterious parables, Jesus refers to himself as “the bridegroom,” and calls his disciples
“the sons of the bridechamber” (Mark 2:18–19). Moreover, the very first mir- acle Jesus
performs takes place at a Jewish wedding, when he acts like a bridegroom by miraculously
providing wine for the wedding party (John 2:1–11). Most striking of all, the last days of Jesus’
life — the Last Supper, the passion, and his crucifixion and death — when examined through the
lens of ancient Jew- ish Scripture and tradition, look mysteriously similar to certain aspects of
an ancient Jewish wedding. According to the book of Revelation (written by yet another Jewish
Christian), the world itself ends with a wedding: the eternal “marriage supper of the Lamb” and
the unveiling of the new Jerusalem as the Bride of Christ (Revelation 19, 21).In other words,



when seen through ancient Jewish eyes, Jesus of Nazareth was more than just a teacher, or a
prophet, or even the Messiah; he was the bridegroom God of Israel come in the flesh. As the
Bridegroom Messiah, his mission was not just to teach the truth, or proclaim the kingdom, but to
forgive the sinful bride of God and unite himself to her in an everlasting covenant of love. In the
words of the Catechism of the Catholic Church: The Son of God, by becoming incarnate and
giving his life, has united to himself in a certain way all mankind saved by him. . . . The entire
Christian life bears the mark of the spousal love of Christ and the Church. (CCC 1612, 1617) So,
if you’ve ever found yourself puzzled by the words of the apostle Paul, or if you’ve ever wondered
exactly what it means to say that Christ is “the Bridegroom” and the Church is his “bride,” or if
you’ve just wanted to understand better who Jesus was and why he was crucified, then I invite
you to come along on this journey of discovery.As we will see, by looking at the love of God and
the passion of Christ through the lens of the Bridegroom Messiah, we can transform not only the
way we see Jesus and his death, but also how we understand baptism, the Lord’s Supper,
marriage, virgin- ity, and even the end of the world. While many a man through- out history has
jokingly described his wedding day as his funeral, Jesus of Nazareth is the only man who ever
solemnly described his funeral as his wedding day. This book explains why, and what it means
for who he was, why he lived, and why he died on the cross.Before we can begin to see Jesus
differently, however, we first have to go back to the beginning of the love story, and try to see
God differently, through ancient Jewish eyes.Read more
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Chad Bird, “One Strength, Two Potential Weaknesses. The scholar who seeks to trace a theme
throughout the OT and NT, and to draw upon Jewish literature outside the Bible in the process,
has one definite strength and two potential weaknesses.The definite strength is that such a
study, when done well and properly, will demonstrate the inherent theological and Spirit-created
unity from Genesis to Revelation. This is something that Brant Pitre has done exceptionally well
in Jesus the Bridegroom. He draws from all over the OT and NT to illustrate, in a rich and
meaningful variety of ways, how Christ is the Bridegroom of the church.Simultaneously, the
scholar will face two potential weaknesses. One of these is that, because he is focused upon a
single theme, he will be tempted to hammer that thematic square peg into every round hole of
Scripture. In other words, if there is even the slightest hint that some biblical text might correlate
with this theme, he may seek to read his theme into that text, even if it seem forced or overdone.
There are times when Pitre seems guilty of this as well, especially in his treatment of the
crucifixion of Jesus as a wedding. I am thinking specifically of Jesus wearing the crown of thorns
(which Pitre connects to the Jewish bridegroom wearing a crown and being “king for the day”)
and of the Gospel’s description of his seamless tunic (which the author says is reflective of
Jesus’ priesthood). Overall Pitre does a good job of avoiding the temptation to force texts into his
thematic mold, but it does happen. But this is almost inevitable with this kind of book. The reader
shrugs, says, “Hmm, maybe not,” and reads on to cover more convincing material.The other
potential weakness is that, when authors draw upon Jewish literature outside the Bible to
buttress their thesis, they may read much later material back into the first century AD context. In
my opinion, Pitre is guilty of this repeatedly. It is a major weakness of the book. Well over a
hundred times, he uses expressions like “ancient Jewish perspective,” “through ancient Jewish
eyes,” “the ancient Jewish idea,” or “ancient Jewish evidence.” Most of the time, however, what
he cites as “ancient” postdates the New Testament writings by well over a century, if not more.
The Talmud, which he also cites as “ancient,” postdates the NT writings by several more
centuries.In my writings and research, I too draw upon the Mishnah, Talmud, Midrashim,
Targums, and other Jewish literature. This is all well and good. But, for the sake of honest
scholarship, we must emphasize the fact that, while these writings often claim to represent much
older traditions, those traditions ordinarily cannot be verified to be true. Thus, importing Jewish
material from two, three, or four centuries after the NT, as evidence of “ancient Jewish tradition”
that sheds light on the NT, is not helpful. It is misleading to the uninformed reader.I did like Jesus
the Bridegroom and recommend it. The book is well written and presents an immensely
important teaching about who Christ is and who the church is. I would urge the reader, however,
to focus on the biblical material and to treat the “ancient Jewish traditions” with circumspection.”

Jeffery Ling, “As a Protestant, I loved this.. The themes in scripture that are woven into its
tapestry from Genesis to Revelation, are, in part, what give the Bible both its authority and



beauty. Years ago I read a work by the late J. Sidlow Baxter called The Master Theme of the
Bible in which he traced the theme of the Lamb of God throughout the scripture. I remember
being both deeply encouraged and filled with wonder at this singular thread that stretched the
breadth of God’s Word. I had that same experience reading Jesus the Bridegroom by Brant Pitre
as he explores the theme of the God who wants to marry His people. Dr. Pitre is Professor of
Sacred Scripture at Notre Dame Seminary, in New Orleans, Louisiana. With a Ph.D. in New
Testament and ancient Judaism, Pirte’s passion is to help people “see” the message of scripture
through the lens of ancient Jewish eyes. He makes use of a wide range of extrabiblical Jewish
writings (which he is careful to insist are not “inspired”) and quotes heavily from these Rabbinic
sources to add color and insight to the New Testament.Pitre endeavors to present Yahweh not
only as the creator but as the One who desires to be “united to His creatures in an everlasting
relationship that is so intimate, so permanent, so sacrificial, and so life-giving that it can only be
described as a marriage between Creator and creatures, between God and human beings,
between YHWH and Israel.” Pitre traces this idea beginning with the “divine wedding” covenant
at Mount Sinai, through the spiritual adulteries of Israel and into the moment when John the
Baptist describes himself as the “friend of the Bridegroom.” (Jn. 3:29) The Bridegroom is Jesus,
the Incarnate One, who has come to win the redemption of His bride. Pitre works through the
accounts of the wedding at Cana, the woman at the well, the last supper and the passion of
Christ, showing the remarkable connections between them, the prophets and the Jewish
traditions. (The observations on the wedding at Cana and the Samaritan woman are more than
worth the price of the book.) The story finds its culmination in the marriage supper of the Lamb
and a vision of the glorious bride of Christ.Pitre’s Roman Catholicism is quite evident in some of
his application but there is a wealth of insight here that any Protestant would be rewarded by and
I found a great deal of the language not often used in Protestant literature to be refreshing.
Roman Catholic thought is most evident in the chapter called “The Bridal Mysteries” in which the
subjects of baptism, Eucharist, marriage and virginity are discussed. Even though there is much
that I would disagree with Pitre on, I found an enhancement of my own views of baptism and the
Lord’s Supper while the material on marriage and virginity were outstanding. Pitre’s illumination
of marriage from Paul’s letters and the Jewish sources is very instructive and interprets the union
in a remarkable way. As we face the current onslaught of support for gay marriage, there is much
here that explains why that aberration is the complete antithesis of God’s design for marriage.
Pitre doesn’t mention gay marriage but he so elevates the mystery of marriage (Eph. 5:32) that it
insists only on the union of man and woman. Furthermore, and I say this with compassion and
understanding the sacrifice involved, the section on virginity or “consecrated celibacy” is a
positive and holy direction for those Christians who struggle with same sex attraction.Pitre
concludes the book with a meditation on the Samaritan women. He highlights Jesus, the
bridegroom, waiting for this woman to ask her for a drink. Jesus “thirst” was a prelude to the
moment in which he would offer her the gift of living water. This quote from the Catechism of the
Catholic Church is, frankly, one of the most lovely things I have ever read:“‘If you knew the gift of



God!’ The wonder of prayer is revealed beside the well where we come seeking water: there,
Christ comes to meet every human being. It is he who first seeks us and asks us for a drink.
Jesus thirsts; his asking arises from the depths of God's desire for us. Whether we realize it or
not, prayer is the encounter of God's thirst with ours. God thirsts that we may thirst for him.”I
know some of my more reformed friends will not be able to crawl out of their anti-catholic shells
far enough to appreciate this but that would be their loss. The notion of prayer as an encounter
between God’s thirst and ours? That is priceless.Jesus is ever at the well, wooing his bride and
inviting us to partake of the living water he alone can offer.Jeff Ling[...]”

Stutteringhand, “THE BRIDEGROOM AND THE CHURCH. I didn't like this book as well as the
other Brant Pitre books I've read, but it was still a good read.”

Rachel, “Every Christian must read this!. We talk about how Jesus loves us and how we love
him, but what does that really mean? In "Jesus the Bridegroom," Dr. Pitre carefully examines the
cryptic references to "the bridegroom" in the New Testament and provides background on how
Jesus' first followers would have understood this, and how that affects how the Church worships
him today.If you identify as any sort of Christian whatsoever, this is a must-read book as you
seek to return more love to your heavenly bridegroom, Jesus.”

Edward K., “The Greatest Love Story. One of the best books I have ever read. I am reading it for
the third time. Opens up Scripture in relation to the 'Bridegroom' and shows how we should live
as spouses.”

D. Marsden, “Thank you for writing such a powerful book. A simply stunning synopsis of our
salvation history. Such a rich and powerful reflection on the Catholic faith.A must read for any
follower of Jesus Christ.”

Ewa A Allan, “Excellent writing and always inspired. Brant Pitre does not really need
recommendation, but if you have not read any of his books, I'd like to say that I enjoy them
immensely and always learn a lot!”

C, “Another Great Volume. Brian Pietre has done it again. A book filled with insights and
inspiration. The service too was prompt and faultless.”

The book by Germaine Copeland has a rating of 5 out of 4.8. 530 people have provided
feedback.



Language: English
Paperback: 416 pages
Item Weight: 14.4 ounces
Dimensions: 5.74 x 0.9 x 8.53 inches
Hardcover: 208 pages
File size: 1832 KB
Text-to-Speech: Enabled
Screen Reader: Supported
Enhanced typesetting: Enabled
X-Ray: Enabled
Word Wise: Enabled
Sticky notes: On Kindle Scribe
Print length: 194 pages
Simultaneous device usage: Unlimited
Leather Bound: 2048 pages

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/18oYWaTP/d

